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STATEMENT OF POLICY
STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Students, as citizens of the United States, are guaranteed certain individual rights and have corresponding individual responsibilities.  While student rights in most cases are specific, student responsibilities are implied.  The word “responsibility”, in this context refers mainly to the individual’s obligation to others within his/her society, because, in order for an individual to preserve his/her rights, each must take upon himself/herself a sense of responsibility toward the preservation of the rights of others.  Parents, teachers, and administrators have responsibility, indeed a duty, to protect the rights of students while maintaining an educational atmosphere conductive to the teaching, learning process.  The concept of balancing the rights of the individual with the rights of society is as valid in the educational community as in the larger community.  Responsibilities then become the foundation upon which individual rights become meaningful and effective.  


If one were to enumerate the various responsibilities incumbent upon students, the list would be endless.  However, within a school setting and in society, there are certain special responsibilities required of a citizen, who is a student in school that is of vital significance.



Each student has the responsibility to:


A.
Become informed of and adhere to reasonable rules and regulations established by the School Board and implemented by administrators and teachers.


B.
Respect the human dignity and worth of every other individual.


C.
Refrain from libel, slanderous remarks and obscenity in verbal and written expression.


D.
Study diligently and maintain the best possible level of academic achievement.


E.
Be punctual and present in the regular school program to the best of his/her ability.


F.
Dress and groom in a manner that meets reasonable standards; health, cleanliness, safety, and the uniform dress and appearance code.

G.
Help maintain and improve the school environment; preserve school property and exercise the utmost care while using school facilities.


H.
Refrain from gross disobedience, misconduct or behavior that disrupts the educational process.

 
I.
Respect the reasonable exercise of authority by school administrators and teachers in maintaining discipline in the school and at school sponsored activities.


J.
Continue or become actively involved in one’s education, understanding of people and preparation for adult life.


St. Martin Parish School Board is committed to providing the best education possible for every student in St. Martin Parish regardless of race, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  In order to meet its commitment to guard and maintain for all students the right to equal opportunity in education and to assure an atmosphere conducive to learning, while protecting the United States Constitution and its Amendments, the St. Martin Parish School Board has adopted this “Statement of Policy” concerning student rights and responsibilities.

Every school in itself is a community made up of students, teachers, principals and other support staff.  The school, as a community, exists and operates subject to policies and laws that guide the conduct of its members.  The function of policies and laws is to assure the community membership that individual rights, privileges and freedoms will not be abridged by disruptive behavior of individuals or groups.


The primary goal of the school system is to provide a quality education for all its students.  The rights and responsibilities contained in this handbook have been adopted by the St. Martin Parish School Board to achieve this goal. It is the responsibility of everyone in the school community to respect and accept student rights, recognize and support student responsibilities, and utilize administrative policies for the betterment of the educational process in the school system.



Below are the student rights and responsibilities:


A.
QUALITY EDUCATION - Students have the right to pursue, through study and application, a quality education at public expense and to attain personal goals through participation in the entire school program.  In order to obtain a quality education, students must attend classes daily, be on time for all classes, and obey school and district regulations.


B.
ATTENDANCE - Students, including those married or pregnant, have the right to attend school until graduation provided they are not expelled because of their conduct.  Regular attendance in school is expected of all students.  Students shall attend school between kindergarten and 18 years of age.   Students between 16 and 18 years of age may withdraw prior to graduation with written consent of a parent, tutor, or legal guardian in order to attend an alternative education program or a vocational-technical education program but will remain under compulsory attendance for fulfilling the attendance requirement for said alternative programs. (La. R. S. 17:226).  To be eligible to receive grades/credits for course work, elementary and middle school students (grades 1-8) shall be in attendance a minimum of 160 days a school year.  Secondary students (grades 9-12) shall be present 82 days per semester (State of LA, Bulletin 741 & St. Martin Parish Policy).  The responsibility for a child attending school lies with the parents or the legal guardian.  If the child is chronically absent from school, the parent and/or child may be referred to Child Protection, Court, FINS, and/or the local District Attorney’s Office by the Child Welfare & Attendance Office.


C.
SAFETY - Students have the right to expect that the school will be a safe place to obtain an education.  In order to assure the safety of others, students must follow established rules and regulations and conduct themselves in accordance with the rules.  It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to insure that the school is given current, working telephone and emergency numbers.  The school must be informed of any change in status concerning these numbers.  Students have a responsibility to report any problems at the school to the teachers and/or administrators.


D.
ON CAMPUS COMMUNICATIONS - Students have the right to express their opinions verbally, provided such expressions are not indecent, vulgar, or lewd and are not slanderous of another person.  Students have the right to distribute written materials, but prior to distribution, the student must receive written approval from the principal or his/her designee.  The written approval will include the number of times a day and the number of days the material can be distributed in the schools.  At least 48 hours prior to the intended time for distribution, materials should be submitted for review to determine compliance with the above stated prohibitions.  Distribution of materials in areas of the campus that would disrupt order or impede the free flow of student movement is prohibited.  Students receiving permission to distribute the materials are also responsible for the cleanup of the materials distributed in a manner that is not disorderly or coercive, and all materials must bear a permanent official disclaimer of school sponsorship. 


Students are responsible for knowing that certain expressive activities are prohibited, such as: indecent, vulgar or lewd material or obscenity, materials that invade the privacy of others, materials that promote illegal activities for minors, materials that infringes on someone’s copyright, and materials from non-student sponsored organizations.


E.
OFFICIAL INFORMATION - 1) Parents or guardians have the right to review with a counselor all official files and data which pertain to the student personally.  Students over 18 years of age may make the same request.  They have a right to challenge the accuracy of the data through a formal hearing.  Schools must produce such records for examination within 30 days of a written request.  The school shall respond to reasonable requests for explanation and interpretation of a student’s records.  2) No official record, file or data pertaining to any individual student that is personally identifiable to the student shall be released to anyone other than the student and /or parents except as authorized by law unless the student and/or parents have executed a written release of such information to a particular person or agency.

F.
FULL PARTICIPATION - Students have a right to expect to be able to have full participation in all school organizations based upon their academic credentials and personal talent in accordance with School Board policy and guidelines governing that particular activity.  Students have a responsibility to take part in all school activities which are designed to help develop them into full functioning, self-reliant adults.


G.
DECISION MAKING - Students have the right to assist in decisions that affect their lives in school. This right includes decisions related to election of courses of study beyond the required curriculum, participation in activities, and representation in an active student government organization.  Students should take part in student government by running for office or voting for the candidate of their choice.  They are also responsible for making any problems known directly to the staff or through this representation.


H.
DUE PROCESS - No student shall be punished for committing any offense except in accordance with law and School Board regulations, and every student shall be afforded due process of law.  Copies of School Board and school system regulations requiring or prohibiting certain conduct and the ensuing punishments for violations shall be made available to all students.  Due process shall include that the student be advised by the principal or a designee of misconduct of the regulation that has been violated and the detailed reasons for such accusation.  The student must be given the opportunity to respond to the accusation.  The right of due process is more fully described in La. R.S. 17:416 and in another part of this handbook.


I.
BUS SAFETY - Students have the right to ride the school bus to and from school and should recognize that it is a privilege.  Students have the right to expect that the school bus will be a safe means of transportation.  Students must obey the rules or lose the privilege of riding the bus.  Students must follow established school bus rules and regulations in order to insure the safety of others.  Any misbehavior on the bus or when going to or returning from school may result in temporary or permanent loss of bus riding privileges. In this case, transportation to and from school becomes the responsibility of the parent/guardian.
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J.
DRESS AND GROOMING - Students have a responsibility to dress and appear on school campus according to the standards of propriety, safety and health set forth by the St. Martin Parish School Board and/or its schools.  Profane or obscene language, gestures or inference of profanity or advertisement of tobacco, alcohol, drugs or illegal substances or weapons on any article of clothing or jewelry is prohibited at all grade levels.  Uniforms are mandatory at all grade levels.
